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missed the council, but ordered it to meet again the
next evening at the same hour and place. Next day,
several couriers arrived from Spain, and the news they
brought left no doubt upon the King's mind as to the
wishes of the Spanish nobles and people upon the sub-
ject of the will. When therefore the council re-
assembled in the apartments of Madame de Maintenon,
the King, after fully discussing the matter, resolved to
accept the will.

At the first receipt of the news .the King and his
ministers had been overwhelmed with a surprise that
they could not recover from for several days. When
the news was spread abroad, the Court was equally
surprised. The foreign ministers passed whole nights
deliberating upon the course the King would adopt.
Nothing else was spoken of but this matter. The King
one evening, to divert himself, asked the princesses
their opinion. They replied that he should send M. le
Due d'Anjou (the second son of Monseigneur) into
Spain, and that this was the general sentiment. " I am
sure/' replied the King, " that whatever course I adopt
many people will condemn me."

At last, on Tuesday, the sixteenth of November, the
King publicly declared himself. The Spanish am-
bassador had received intelligence which proved the
eagerness of Spain to welcome the Due d'Anjou as its
King. There seemed to be no doubt of the matter.
The King, immediately after getting up, called the
ambassador into his cabinet, where M. le Due d'Anjou
had already arrived. Then, pointing to the Duke, he
told the ambassador he might salute him as King of
Spain. The ambassador threw himself upon his knees